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The Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) is a federal grant program to assist local jurisdictions in funding 

criminal justice programs.  The program was formerly known as the Local Law Enforcement Block Grant 

(LLEBG) and has been in existence for a number of years.   

 

There are a number of stipulations for this grant program, one being that Shelby County Government and 

the City of Memphis must agree on how to split the funding allocation.  If the jurisdictions do not agree 

on the split then neither jurisdiction is awarded funding.  In our case, JAG funding has traditionally been 

split 50/50 between Shelby County and the City of Memphis.  Total funding for the JAG program this 

year is $797,344 which equates to $398,667 each for the County and City.  

 

Another stipulation is that the spending plan be made available to the local legislative body prior to the 

submission of the grant. This year the grant is due July 9, 2013.  Funding for JAG has diminished each 

year since 2009.  In fact, this year’s allocation is 8% less than we received last year and is 45% less than 

the amount we received in 2009. 

 

Criminal Justice Coordinator Bill Powell has chaired a JAG Committee for a number of years.  

Traditionally, JAG funds have been used to support a wide array of justice programs.  This year we have 

decided to be more focused with JAG funds and that focus is on Juvenile Justice. 

 

Programs recommended for the County portion of these grant funds include: 

 

 Juvenile Defender support       $267,875 

 Youth Court             55,008 

 GPS system for alternatives to incarceration for youth      24,343 

 Data extract for reports measuring Disproportionate Minority Contact     35,000 

 Sheriff’s Department License Plate Reader        16,441  

 

 Total          $398,667 

 

 

No County Commission action is required at this time but, Criminal Justice Coordinator Bill Powell or I 

would be happy to discuss any questions you might have about this process or these funding 

recommendations. 


